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This essay will embrace three subjects, correspondiiig to three sections. 
The  first is almost entirely inspired by the exceptionally important 
works written and edited by Daniel Cosío Viliegas, who has provided 
me with many pleasurable hours of reading. The second section is a 
partial listing of unused documentary sources in the city of Mexico 
useful for the writing of political history in the age of Porfirio Díaz. 
The third section is a consideration of studies whicli seem to me to 
be necessary for better understanding that important period. 

Political historiography of the Porfirian regime, as we al1 know, has 
been characterized by factional studies. If this is true of al1 Mexican 
history, the problem has been compounded by additional factors in 
the case of the Pwfiriato. First, the epic revolution transformed the 
Porfinan period into the Ancien Regim of Mexican history, attended 
by al1 the passions and political propaganda which abound in the 
wake of true revolution, to the disadvantage of objective analysis. Se- 
condly, Porfirio Díaz and the men who surrounded him are suspended 
between two sets of patriot-heroes, those of the "Second Independ- 
ence" and those of the "National Revolution", denegrating the Porfirioto 
and making it less attractive for study. Thirdly, there is some reluctance 
to enter porfirian liistorical studies because o£ the social pressure to 
support the Revolution. Other factors, such as the wholesale destmction 
of documents during the revolution, have retarded porfirian studies. 
This poverty of twentieth century studies has afforded little opportuni- 
ty to experiment with periodization in nineteenth century political 
histoq. 

During the last two decades we have been told that Mexico's "Mo- 
dern History" began in 1867 with the collapse of tlie Maximilian 
monarchy and ended in 1911 with the collapse o£ the porfirian dicta- 
torship. This periodization, although useful for attracting historians 
to tlie least studied ~ e r i o d  of Mexican history since 1810, has as many 
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disadvantages as advantages. The school ot historians headed by Daniel 
Cosío Villegas, who promote this view, then proceed to do violence 
to periodization by dividing it into tlie "Restored Republic" and the 
"Porfiriato". At least they find 1876 so significant a watershed that 
not only the volumes on political history wcre proposed to divide tliere, 
but so too are the volumes on social and economic history. The major 
political work covering the first decade of the period was wntten by 
Dr. Cosío Villegas himself.1 The theme of the work is that the princi- 
pal leaders of the Reform and of the Republican resistance to the 
French Intewention tried to establish a viable progrcssive democracy 
in Mexico, and that the prime obstacle upon wliicli success was shat- 
tered was the bastard ambitions of a group of unpnncipled militarists, 
led by Porfirio Díaz. ? l i s  group sapped the energies of tbe feeble 
government, forced the diversion of reiources by constant rebellion 
and termioated tlie experiment in liberal goveriiment by insurrection 
in 1876. Whether or not tbe interpretition is valid and it is useful 
for some purposes -the periodization logically should commence in 
1854 and terminate in 1876. Logical with the interpretation, the twenty- 
two year period was thc rise, challenge and fall of the liberal democratic 
dream. Tlie dramatic tragedy is only opening onto the tliird act in 
1867. - 

Tlie Porfirioto thcn comprises another period, one that might best 
be studied as a unit froin 1876 to 1914, :o the overthrow of the regime 
of Victoriano Huerta, or even to 1938, the liquidation of tlie last of 
the oligarchic forces which characterize jmrfirismo. 

Of course, other historians will immediately take issue, insistiiig 
that many of the principal fiorfiristas were witliin the liberal tradition 
of Juárez and Lerdo, and tliat the liberal period ended in 1884 or 1888 
or even 1900. The frequently held view iliat Díaz was good for Mexico 
until about 1900 (hc solvcd, iii tliis view, the perennial problem of 
militarism, balaiiced the budgct, developed the infrastructure aiid 
brouglit ioternational respcct to Mexico) is enhanced by this period- 
ization and shortcns the Ancien Regime to thc first decade of the 
twentieth century. Revolutioiiary history then begins about 1900 (Old, 
Regime) or 1908 (open and significant opposition). 

José Bravo Ugarte uses a periodization similar to that of Cosío with 
different results, more caustic and cynic~!, by stressing other character- 
istics of the period. IIe designatcs tlie period from 1867 to 1943 as 
one of constitutional dictatorship -"constitutional" because of the 
recognition of a suprcme law, but "dictatorship" because the law was 

1 ~ a ~ i e l  Cosio Villegas, Historia moderna de México. La república restaurada. 
La vi& política. M&ico, Editorial Hermes, 1955. 

2 J O S ~  Bravo Ugarte, Historia de México, MI. III (3rd edition, revised). México. 
Editorial Jus, 1962, pp. 345-346. 



not observed in practice. He, too, divides this period into two phases, 
"personal dictatorship" from 1867 to 1914, and "revolutionary dictator- 
ship" from 1917 to 1943. It is the first phase that is almost coterminous 
with the periodization of Cosío Villegas. In Ugarte's interpretation 
Juárez, Lerdo and Diaz were al1 dictators; tlie difference was that the 
regimes of the former two were disorderly and unprogressive and 
the latter one was orderly and progressive. This is also a useful inter- 
pretation, and is internally logical. 

Other periodizations o€ nineteenth century political history im- 
mediately come to mind to al1 of ns. The point here is that just as dif- 
ferent interpretations of the facts beg different periodization, so too, 
different periodizations beg different interpretations. 1 personally have 
the uneasy feeling that the void in schollrly studies of Mexican history 
between the dates of 1367 and 1911 ivas to some important degree a 
factor for the periodization chosen by the school of historians who 
gathered around Daniel Cosío Villegas. As great as is the debt which 
we owe to Cosío Villegas, otlier histonans will best serve the knowledge 
of histoly by a continued examination of the periodization they decide 
to adopt. If in the fntwe 1867 and 1911 are generally accepted as 
standard divides, the credit will go to the Cosío school for its untiring 
efforts to convince us, and we shall have abandoned other viable inter- 
pretations by default. 

Anyone coming to the study of the political Iiistory of the porfirian 
regime understands that he will deal with the works of Daniel Cosío 
Villegas, although the most important work for the political histo~y 
of the period will not be written: Historia moderna de Mhxicoi El 
porfiriato. La vida política interior. * Cosí0 announced two reasons for 
his decision to substitute La vida política exterior for the former. a One 
seems to me good, the other bad. The  inaccessibility of documeutation 
is valid and tragic. W e  can only hope the situation is temporary and 
remediable. However, the second reason, that ". . . about the internal 
political life of the Porfíriato much has been written, . . . " is true only 

'About a month before the Oaxtepec Confnence where this paper was pre- 
sented. but after it was submitted to the organizational committee, don Daniel 
Codo Villegas informed me that he had not abandoned the project of the internal 
political history o€ the Porfirian period. Thnefore, some of the judgments and 
implications o£ this ponencia are premature. The author offered apalogies at the 
mnference and wishes to repeat them here, hoping that his assnmptions have 
caused no inconveniences to anyone. 

8 Daniel Cosio Villegas, Historia moderna de Mdxico. EI porfiriato. La vi& 
político extenor. Primera Parte. Mkxico, Editorial Hermes, 1960, pp. x ~ v . x v ~ .  

4 Ibid., p. xiv. 
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of quantity rather than quality. Cosío Villegas himself has said the 
same. " -I'he dccision is regretable, however neccssary. 

A second misfortune resultiiig from Cosío's abandonment of his 
original plan is the loss of a final statement by Cosío Villegas concem- 
ing Porfirio Díaz as a man, politician and statesman. This is of interest 
because of tlie suspicion that a mellowing evolution is discernible in the 
attitude of Cosio Villegas toward Diaz. This supposed evolution has 
been discerned for some time and might be accounted for in a number 
of ways. Has it been the influence of further study? The thought here 
is that Díaz has slowly advanced in th: approbation of Cosío as the 
latter has come to appreciate the former. If this were trne, in no way 
would it reflect disparingly upon the historian in question. 

The implication, howeacr, is that Cosío began liis works with a 
decided prejudice against Díaz. Silvio Zavala noted that Juárez carne 
off better tlian níaz in one of Cosío's early works "in part for historie 
reasons, in part for reasons personal to tlie autlior". A second Mexican 
historian refered in 1956 to Cosío's "notorious antiporfirismo", hut a 
third was happy to note that Cosío was escaping his early p r e j ~ d i c e . ~  
Interestiiigly, in 1949 Cosio applauded Valadés for escaping the same 
prejudice in the latter's work on porfirian history. However, it is not 
possihle that Cosío Villegas has found more to approve in Díaz' later 
career tlian in his rebel career? 

T o  replirasc: is it iiot possible for a moderate man wlio believes that 
Juárez and Lerdo were trying to reconstruct Mexican political life for 
the solution of national problems in tlie image uf the liberal program 
-to despair of Díaz, whose goals and methods ran contrary to the 
program of the former men? Onc might disagree that sucli was the pro- 
gram of Juárez and Lerdo, or even that Cosío has successfully de- 
scribed porfirian goals aiid methods. Nevertheless, could not tlie 
"evolutioii" seen in Cosío Villegas, and which he sees in Valadés, better 
be applied to Díaz? Could those Iiistoriins have been disgusted with 

6 Daniel Cosio Villegas, "El Porfiriato: Su Ristoriografia o Arte Histórico", 
Extremos de América. México, Tezontle, 1949, pp. 115.147. This excellent essay, 
f a l l o ~ e d  by 276 titles, is an appraisal af  the printcd works on the political history 
af  tlie Porfirian regimc 2nd i n  the hest bibliography of the periad. 

8 Silvio Zavala, "Cosío Villegas, historiador", Historia Mexicana, vol. 111, núm. 
12 (April~June, 1954), p. 608. 

7 Tlie "sccond Mevican historian" was José Fuentes Mares, "Sobre la Historia 
Moderna de México", Historia Mexicana, vol. v, niim. 19 (January-March, 1956). 
p. 464. The autlior cannot relocate the criticism of the third historian mentioned, 
and believei it appeared in the Meiican press in the mid-1950's and that i t  was 
witten by J o d  Bravo Ugarte. If this is inexact apologies are extended. 

8 Daniel Cosío Villegas, "El Porfirismo: Su historiografía", Extremos de AmQ- 
rica, México, Tezontle, 1949, p. 141. Cosio was remarking about E1 Porfirismo by 
José C. Valadés. México, vol. I, ]ose Porrúa e Ilijos, 1941, vol. 11, Editorial Patria, 
1947. 



Díaz the rebel and later have approved of Díaz the statesman? If so, 
is the evolution in the historian? Or is it not in Díaz! 

Arguing for this proposition is evidencz that Cosío early in his career 
recognized an evolution in Díaz. In 1953 Cosío asked, "Hoiv can it 
be explained that Porfirio, who until 1876 was a simple soldier, a 
militarote, . . . was able to transform himself.. . into a gobernante ex- 
traordimrio ( ? ) "  0 The question is perhaps not tbe best one. The 
historian should perhaps have chosen to note and explain why a large 
and important group of people between 1867 and 1876 thought o£ Díaz 
as a militarote and then why a large and important group of people 
years later considered him a gobernan'te extraordinario. Cosío might 
have asked these questions: How large 2nd important was the group 
which thought such-and-such a way? Who  werc those people? Were 
they the same people in the two periods? How did those beliefs manifest 
themselves in actiou? How important were tliose beliefs in the deter- 
mination of developments? Who thouglit differently and wliat was their 
source of strengtli? Tliese and other questions might better have been 
asked. Nevertheless, the fact that Cosío Villegas was asking when Díaz 
changed, and what were the influences upon him wliicli caused that 
change, is indicative that from the beginning o£ Cosio's career as an 
historian he recognized an evolution in the person of Díaz. 

There is yet another explanation for evolution in porfirian historians. 
The consideration here is that over the past two decades the Mexican 
intellectual climate o£ which Dr. Cosío is a part has perceptively chifted. 
The shift itself is away from the emotional necessity of justifying the 
Revolution by denegrating the Porfikto. CertainIy tlie factor of time 
is important. One has less commihent  to the justification of the 
Revolution if not involved personally; every year fewer Mexican were. 
A prerequisite for objectivity is the subordination of emotional invol- 
vement, whicli is facilitated by the absence of the need for justification. 

A further refinement of the argument for a shift in the intellectual 
climate of contemporary Mexico might be based upon the belief that 
the Revolutionary development parallels the development o£ porfi- 
rismo. A policy of political concentration :ind the Sringing of al1 political 
ambition into a common fold by the rewarding of loyalty and effort 
through controlled promotion of careers; an early period of international 
difficulty with problems of recognition, pivoting on foreign debts and 
privileged foreigners with claims and concessions; a Mexican diplomatic 
victory in the face of greater foreign power, followed by a period of 
international good will and cooperation, investment and increasing trade; 
political problems solved, particularly that of successiou, with a change 
of emphasis to economic development, characterized by low priority 

0 Daniel Cosía Villegas, "Porfirio contra Juárez", Excelsior, 14 October 1953. 





Juárez liberals, in whose image Cosío Villegas studies and judges 
the politics of porfirismo, are admirable but limited criteria. 

More important than has heen the supposed evolution in Cosío Vi- 
llegas was the real evolution of Juárez Liberalism. The ideals of the 
Reformers of 1854-1857 suffered two great attacks, the Three Years 
War  and the French Intervention. The composition of Juá ra  Liberalism 
was chemically altered by those conflagrations and emerged in 1867 
a different compound with tendencies toward different characteristics. 
Díaz merely carried those tendencies to their final reality: the con- 
centration of power in a single individual, extolling the forms of the 
constitution of 1857, while controlling substance by dominating 
the personnel of government. 1 expect that had Cosío Villegas writ- 
ten the promised detailed story of that political consolidation, he would 
have acknowledged Díaz as a successful politician, but would never- 
theless have judged the system harshly. Not only did it fail to  answer 
the social and economic needs of Mexico, but it violated everything 
held holy by the Refonners of 1857, which by 1867 was being abandoned 
by most of the remaining Reformers. 

From the beginning of the project which has produced the Historia 
moderna de México critics have discussed the methodology and the 
sources. There was fear that the team could never synthesize the material 
researched as well as the individual historian, or that the synthesizing 
historian would inevitably misuse the fichas gathered by the researchers. 
The fears llave been largely unfounded; the project is enonnously 
successful. Error lias doubtlessly crept in; a note on a card is iised by 
the synthesizer in a way which he might not have used it had he the 
whole document before him. A mistake is passed along which the master 
would have caught. So Díaz is accnsed of blackmail on page 869 of 
Ld república restaurada. Vida política, based on a letter Carreño 
attributed to Díaz. A reading of the whole letter rather than the part 
quoted by Cosío shows that Díaz was the recipient of the letter, 
Servando Canales the sender. l2 There are other mistakes, but perhaps 
fewer than the individual historian makes, and few have 1 caught in 
relation to the number of notes 1 have checked. 

My objections are two. First, 1 regret the system of notations. Cosío 
felt it necessary to compromise between the full academic notation 
and the needs o£ the general reader.13 My own view is that the 

'2 Porfiria Díaz to Servando Canales (sic), 23 March 1876; Archivo del Ge- 
neral Porfirio Díaz, Memorias y Documentos, Alberto María Carreño, ed., vol. XII, 

106-107. Diaz, not Servando, had recently moved his forces and was in a position 
to march quickly on Matamoros. 

1s Daniel Codo Villegas, Historia m o d e r ~  de México. La república restmnodn. 
La vida política. México, Hermes. 1953. p. 39. 
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standard footnote is already a compromise between, on the one hand, 
repeating whole passages and arguing questions with previous authors 
directly in the text, and on the otlier hand, omitting al1 notation. The 
collective citation is unusable. The system used iu La Noria, the time- 
honored footnote, is far better. " 

Secondly, the argument for relying so heavily on newspapers in Vida 
política is in my opinion mistakeu. Don Daniel argues that newspaper 
reporting was more reliable during the Restored Republic because 
" there have nevcr been governors of Mexico more deteminedly respect- 
ful o€ press liberty than Juirez and Szbastián Lerdo de Tejada".': 
However, the salient feature of the Mexican press during the Restored 
Republic was not its liberty, but its irresponsible factionalism. That 
is, although the press was free, tliat freedom ulas utilized to beguile tlie 
reading pnblic to interpret news in tlle interest of the politics of each 
newspaper's owner. Not cven reported fact is above suspicion, for the 
editor's sense of responsibility was not abave blantent lie. The saving 
grace in the work cited is Dr. Cosío's critica1 use of the press -as a 
reflection of factionalism rather than as a source of information. The 
alternative to general confidence in Dr. Cosío's competance and integrity 
in the use of ncwspapers is shattering in the extreme, but relative faith 
may be restored by a comparison o€ Cosío's section IV, on the insor- 
rection of Tuutepcc, to tbe book on the same subject by Ciro B. Ce- 
ballos. l6 One observes with great relief that archiva] sources predominate 
over newspapers in the two fine volumes on foreign affairs. l7 If 
abandonment of the political history of the Porfiriato savcd us from 
an account based largely on newspapers, we can probably sigh with 
relief. 

U. SOME UNUSED hlATERIALS USEFUL FOR PORFIRIAN POLITICAL IIISTORY 

IN ARCHIVES OF MEXICO ClTY 

The following description is the resnlt of a preliminary search which 
is by no means complete. The Iiope was to have much more information 

14 Daniel Cosio Villegas, Porfirio Díaz en la Revuelta de la Noria, México, Edi- 
torial Hermes, 1953. 

16 Daniel Cosio T'illegac, Historia moderna de Mhico.  La república restaurada. 
La vida política. Mhico, Editorial Hermes, 1953, p. 37. 

16 Ciro B. Ceballos, Aurora y Ocaso, la historia de la revolución de Tuxtepec, 
México (publisher not mentioned), 1912. Cehallos despaired so deeply of the 
press that he hequently printed versions hom two capital papers of the same 
military action, versions which reason can hardly convince one to helieve refer 
to the same evcnts. 

'7 Daniel Cosio Villegas, El porfiriato. La vida política exterior. Primera Parte. 
Segunda Parte. Mkxico, Editorial Hemes, 1960 and 1963. 
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available before submitting this paper. However, some archives are in 
such disorder that even extensive searching has not enabled a report 
to be made, while conditions of access to others proscribes making a 
report. As it is, no claim is made tliat these matenals exhaust the 
possibilities. Indeed, the contrary is true: there is an enormous amount 
of materials available in Mexico City. Some of it is without organization 
even in major archives, some well organized and readily available, 
and some in private collection with limited access. More materials are 
in pnvate hands awaiting the collector. HopefulIy al1 these matenaIs 
will soon be collected in adequate depositories, organized, catalogued, 
made available to historians and described in a single bibliographical 
guide. 

The Archivo General de la Nación is the single most important source 
of matenals on the Porfiriato. Not yet used thoroughly for porfirian 
political history, it is rich in both printed pnmary sources and documents. 
The former include innumerable political pamphlets, annual reports 
(Memotias) of the various ministries, presidential informes, the congres- 
sional debates, proceedings and records of the state governments, 
budgets, projects, and copies of many kinds of materials from govem- 
ment and private presses. The single most important ramo of documents 
1 have surveyed at present is the Ramo de Gobernación. The Ramo de 
Gobernación is grouped in 2,041 legajos, of which 1,196 are from the 
porfirian years. A full seventy-eight percent of these pertain to the Cuer- 
pos Rurales. Matenals in other legajos include militia reports, decrees 
of the national, state and local governments, police reports, budgets, 
salary schedules, employee registers, govemment circulars, muster reports 
of military units, inventaries, receipts, records of expenses of vanous 
departments, inter-office correspondence, developmental proposals and 
estimates, lottery reports, election results, correspondence to state 
officials, sanitation reports, Monte de Piedad records, contracts, etc. 
A forty-two page wewritten calendar is available in the library of 
the AGN noting the legajo nuinber, the year of the materials and the 
general subiect. Other ramos exist which this compiler has not vet 
consulted. ' 

The Library in the National Museum of Anthropology and History 
(Biblioteca Nacional de Antropología e Historio) is divided into three 
sections, the collection of books, the microfilm section and the docu- 
mentary archive, al1 under the direction of Sr. Antonio Pompa y Pompa. 
The  latter two sections are of interest here. The microfilm section 
(Fondo de Microfotografía, formerly the Centro de Documentación 
housed at  Chapultepec Castle) is composed of some 20 to 25 "series", 
each dedicated to a different topic or region of the republic. Some 
series are anthropological materials, other histonc. Of the historic 
materials the majority are official and parroquia1 records from the 





Rollo 77. Archivo Histórico Chiapmeco. Palacio de la Cultura. Tuxtla 
Gutibrrez. Ramo Civil 1875-1890. 

Rollo 78 & 79. Documeuts from the Archivo de la Alcaldía de Chia- 
pas. 1581-1899. 

Rollos 82-84. Ibid. Decretos. 1877-1898. 

Rollo 85. Memorias del Sargento José María Montesinos. Ms. 1866 
1878. 

Rollos 87, 88, 91. Various newspaper collections from Chiapas, 

Rollo 96 & 97. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Chiapas. Libro de Adas 
de la Cofradía del Santísimo Rosario. Comitán. 1885. Defunciom. 
1862-1900. 

Rollo 98. Archivo Parroquial. Comitán. Chiapas. Libro de Gobierno 
de la Parroquia. 1873-1889. 

Rollo 107. Tenejapa, Chiapas. Archivo Parroquial. Circulúres. 1876- 
1889. 

Serie Guadalaiara 

Rollo 97. Colección particular de D. Ricardo Delgado. "Escritos re- 
lativos a la persona del Gral. D. Porfirio DídZ". Ms.  Letter from 
Hilario Frías y Soto to Diputado Francisco Bulnes. 1903. 

Rollo 103. Colección de A w d o s  sobre Bienes de I n d í g m  y Fun- 
dos Legales. T .  m. 1879. 

RoUo 104. Ibid. T .  VI. 1882. Noticia Geogrúfica Estadística del Par- 
tido de Sánchez Romún. Estado de Zocatecas al Cd. T .  de la Cadena. 
1881. A few copies of Juan Panadero, a political weekly o f  Guada- 
lajara. 1871. "Noticia Geogrúfica, Estadística y Administrativa del 
Partido de luchipila formada por luan 1. Matute". 1885. Correspon- 
dence of  Francisco del Paso y Troncoso. 

Rollo 115 & 116. Libro & pdtentas. 1553-1925. 

Rollo 117. Apuntes para la Historia del Pueblo de Etzatlán. Jalisco. 
By Apolinar Péra Alonso. 
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Serie Guatemía, 3 S e ~ i e  

l'aken frorn Secretaría de la Defensa Nacional de México. Archivo 
Histórico, Estado de Chiupus. 

Rollo 1. Military and political documeiits of Chiapas, some pertaining 
to boundaiy problems with Guatemala. 18561885. 

Serie Hidalgo 

Rollos 7-9. Mostly newspapers from the state of Hidalgo. Some official 
documents in rol1 7. 

Serie León 

Rollos 43-49. Mostly newspapers from the state of Nuevo León. 

Rollos 5457. Officidl documents of the state and other reports and 
manuscripts. 

Serie Miscelánea 

Rollo 16. El Lapso mds Tormentoso de la Dictudura porfirkta. By 
Jesús Goiizález Monroy. El porfirisma y la oposición Cananca. T p e -  
script. Oct. 30, 1965, pp. 538. 

Rollo 25. Correspndence of Rufino José Cumvo to Joaquín García 
Icazbalceta. 1885-1889. 

Rollo 27. Colección de Cuadros Sinópticos de los Pueblos, Hacienda 
y Ranchos del Estado Libre y Soberano de Oaxacd. 1883. 

Rollo 79. About 600 letters to Pbro. Fortino Hipólito Vera. 1870- 
1896. 

Serie Monterrey 

Rollo l .  Inventarias de la documentación del Archivo Municipaí de 
Monterrey. 1860-1907. 

Rollos 28-38. Newspapers of the day from Monterrey and other 
northern cities. 

Rollos 42 & 43. fndice del Archivo General del Edo. de Nuevo León. 



1866-1898. 1879-1923. Also: Archivo del Gral. Francisco Naranjo, 
from the Fondo Alberto Naranjo in the Biblioteca Universitaria Al- 
fonso Reyes. Monterrey. Nuevo León. Letters from 1900-1907. 

Rollos 44 & 45. Ibid. 1904. 

Rollos 46-49. Newspapers. 

Rollos 50-54. Correspondencia del Lic. Genaro Garza García, Gober- 
nador de Nuevo León. 436 letters. 1865-1878. 

Rollos 56-72. Archivo lerónimo Trevifio, from the Biblioteca Univer- 
sitaria Alfonso Reyes. Letters from 1865-1872. 

Serie Mwelia 

Rollo 3. Contains some official documents from Michoacán. 

Rollos 13 & 14, 16-19. Michoacán newspapers. 

Serie Reiación de Conflicto Religioso 

Rollo 1. El Catolicismo s o d  en México. 1903-1911. 

Serie San \uan Teotihuacán 

Rollos 10-12, 16, 17, 22, 23. Baptisms. Marriages. Burials. 1857-1911. 

Serie San Luis Potosí 

Rollo 46. La Unión Democrática, official newspaper of the state. 
1877. Acta levantada por la guarnición de San Luis Potosí unién'dose 
al plan de regeneración política reclamada a Guadidajara. 1876. 

Rollo 53. Archivo Municipal del Río Verde. 1882. Libro de Actas. 
Proyecto original del ferroeaml de Río Verde. 1882. Actas del Ca- 
bildo Río Verde. 18761890. Archivo del Juzgado de la primera ins- 
tancia. 

Rollos 55 & 56. El Estandarte. Newspaper of  San Luis Potosí. 1885- 
1893. 
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Serie Sonora 

Rollo 1. Leyes, Decretos y Reglamentos del Estado de Sonora. 1884- 
1899. 

Rollos 69, 11 & 12. Documentos para la historia de Sonora, eompi- 
lados por don Fcnmtido Pesqueira. 1869-1944. 

Rollo 13. La iistrella de Occidente. Sonora newspaper. 

Rollo 14. Materials coiicerning tlie Yaqui \Va[. 

Rollos 19 & 20. Material7 concerning tlie Apache campaigns. 

Rollo 25. Documents for tlie history of Sonora. 1857-1882. 

Serie Yucatán 

Rollo 33. Archivo de Cabildo de la Ciudad de Mérida. Actas de la 
\unta patriótica & Mérida. 18741877. Acuerdos. 1877-1879. 

Rollos 34 & 35. C@íadores de oficios del Ayuntamiento. 1879-1882 
& 1887. Acuerdos. 1880-1887 & 1891. 

The second part of the Biblioteca Nacional de Antropología e His- 
toria in the Museo Nacional of interest to porfirian domestic political 
history is the documentary archive. Here too, the emphasis lies in 
colonial history. Only a scattering o£ materials are of use to the historian 
of porfi"mo. From the severa1 collections catalogued in a crossindex 
card catalogue -including the Colección Francisco Faso y Troncoso 
and the Colección García de Orozco- only fifteen items useful to 
porfirian Iiistory emerged frorn 2,000 cards checked. Another collection 
merits more attention, the Correspondencia del Archivo del Ejército 
de Oriente. Numhered consecutively, it is composed of two parts, tlie 
Archivo del General Porfirio Díaz, and the Archivo del Licenciado 
\&o Benítez. The former is composed of 6,739 documents -1etters to 
Porfirio Díaz, witli a few borrddores of outgoing letters, oficios and 
reports. The Justo Benitez collection (2,624 items, numbered 6719-9343) 
is essentially incoming letters during that period when Lic. Benítez 
was working for Porfirio Díaz and promoting his career. Both collcctions 
are inore important for Reform and Iniemention history than for the 
history of either the Restored Republic LI the Porfiriato. Indeed, only 
some ten percent of those nearly 10,000 documents are useful for 
the Porfiriato, per se, and probably more than niiiety percent of those 
pertain to the years 1876 and 1877. Nevertheless, the historian inter- 



ested in the founding of the Porfiriato cannot afford to overlook this 
collection, particularly in view of the important political role played 
by Lic. Justo Benítez, comparable only to tlie latter role of Manuel 
Romero Rubio. A calendar exists for both the Díaz papers and the 
Benítez papers, giving the document number, the identification of 
the document (carta, oficio, minuta, borrador, decreto, etc.) the author 
of the document, the recipient and the date. Resumes are includecl 
only for manuscripts and odd materials other than the correspondenc-. 
Because the arder of the documents is clironological only within each 
legajo, paquete, sobre and carpeta, and the calendars are included 
within each group, use of the collection requires opening each of the 
hundredood packages. The collections jnay with time expand to in- 
clude tliese. 

Tlie Documentary Archive of the University of tlie Americas (also 
Archivo Documental de la Universidad de las Americas) is a newly 
founded archive having as its purpose the preservation and cataloguing 
of documents and other research materials for the bistory of Mexico. 
Its major holding, and only holding at present for the political history 
of the Porfiriato, is the Colección Gennral Porfirio Díaz, the private 
papers of Porfirio Díaz principally from 1876 to 1915. Tliis is the col- 
lection which Dr. Alberto María Carreño began to publish in a selected 
and annotated form to 1880. (Archivo del General Porfirio Díaz, me- 
moria y documentos. México: Editorial Elede, S. A. 30 vols., 1947- 
1961). On permanent loan to the University of tbe Americas from 
the Díaz family, the collection covers 109 meters of shelf space and 
contains 663,843 items of the following types: letters, almost entirely 
addressed to Porfirio Díaz, 500,699; telegrams, both incoming and 
outgoing, 161,275; copiadores, bound outgoing correspondence from 
Porfirio Díaz, 9,M)O letters; pamphlets, nzwspapers, maps, reports, man- 
uscripts and other bound materials, 858; and codes, principally used 
for telegraphic communications, 228. The entire collection is arranged 
chronologically, numbered, housed in 1,451. titled archive boxes, in 
seventy-two legajos. The collection is microfilmed -nearly one million 
frames- on 374 1011s of 16 mm film. The collection is of primary use 
for three kinds of studies, political history, Díaz family history, and 
economic Iiistory. Two archiva] tools have been developed for its use, 
first a 58 page published guide,18 which identifies the materials in 
each legajo and rol1 of microfilm by date and number, and which 
contains an alphabetical table of persons who used the codes; and a 
60 page calendar of legajo 42 Folletos y periódicos, de la Colección 
General Porfirio D h z  for interna1 work in the archive. The major tool 

Ls Laurens B. Perry, Inventario y Guía de la Colec"ón General Porfino Díaz, 
México, University of the Americas Press, 1969, 58 pp. 
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will be the naine-place-subject catalogue, wbicli is preseiitly undenvay, 
after which the collection will be opened for historical investigation. 
It sliould perhaps be iioted that there are approsimately 10,000 do- 
cuments coveriiig thc period whicli Cirreiio piiblislicd -clocumcnts 
wliicli 1.e did not Iiave- and an unknowii iiumber of items iii the 
Museo de Flistoria ori tlie Plaza Carlos Paclleco -documciits which 
Carreíio cxcludcd from puhlicatioii after appraising them. W e  may 
prcsumc that most of those lattcr documeiits were so unimportant that 
no one will cate to look at them, but some of them may bc coded 
lctters and tclegrams for wliich codes csist in tlie Colección General 
Porjirio Diaz. 

?'he Archivo Ilistórico del Ex-Ayuntamiento de México, locatecl on 
tlie Zócalo, Iias a useful and well organized collection of materials. A 
fifty-two page typewritten guide describes the materials in two scctions. 
The first sectioii is for documcnts found on thc ground floor, wliicli 
are primarily Actas tle Cabildo bound iii 2,700 volumes in chroiiological 
order from 1524 to 1928. Thc  seventy volumes numbered from 208 to 
277 refer to tlie years 1876 to 1911, as wcll as the fourtccii ~~oliimes, 
volumes 316 tlirougli 329, eiititlcd Actas de Cabildo - Originales de 
Sesiones Secretas, and ninetceii voluiiies, numbcrs 393411, covering 
tlic pcriod 1879-1899, Actas de Cabildo, fndices. Also on the ground 
floor are tlic following: #422, fndice Alfubético-Cronológico, 1878; 
# 514626, Actas de Cabildo Borradores, 1876-1911; # 677-750, Actas 
de Cabildo Libros Impresos, 1879-1903; # 775-841, Diario Oficial, 1900- 
hlay, 1911; # 1052-1271, Sub-Dirección de Ramos Municipa1e.s - Pólims 
y comprobantes de Ingresos- Egresos, 1905-1912; #1272-1596, Direc- 
ción General de Obras Públicas, 18661923; aiid # 1597-2003, and 
46604662, Obras Fúblicus del Distrito Federal, 1903-1914. The secoiid 
section of the archive is arranged by subject in alphahetical order in 
4,721 bound volumes found on the first, second and tliird floors of the 
Ayuntamiento building. The guide in the reading room will suffice to 
indicate to the investigator what subjects are to be foiirid in tliis mag- 
iiificerit collection. Altliough tliis material will he more uscf~il for social 
aiid ecoiioinic history that for purcly political history, tlie political im- 
plications of much of the materials will be recognized. The following 
partial listing will indicate the types of materials available for tlie 
Porfiriato: # 862-869, electioiis, 1820-1921;# 2272-2275, inniiiidations, 
1714-1903; # 2725-2728, iudiciales, 1871-19119; # 2730-2737, jurados 
criminales, 1869.1880; # 3649, incendios, 1771-1886; # 3676 and 3678 
3682, salubridad-epidemids, 1879-1915 and 1832-1892; # 4019, teléfonos, 
1883.1905; # 4020, telégrafos, 1857-1916; # 45774579, dirección de 
aguas, 1898-1902; # 4586.4589, actas imjresas del cabildo, 1879, 1880, 
1894, 1903; # 4592, censos, 1838-1909. Otlier volumcs of documents 



pertain to vaccination, drainage, beautification, public instruction, 
slaughterhouses, theaters, parks, markets, etc. 

Taiitalizing in its potential is the new private archive of Condumex, 
S. A,, under the able directorship of Sr. Juan Luis Mutiozabal V. de L. 
Called the Centro de Estudios de H&oria de México, the collection 
contains both a 20,000 volume library on the history of Mexico, and 
a documentary archive of some quarter million documents. At present 
the archive c~ntains materials for the colonial period, the national 
period to 1867 and the twentieth century after 1911. For tlie porfirian 
'years the archive has only two research tools, a complete set of Diurio 
Oficial and a complete collection of the newspaper Hijo del Ahuizote. 
Thus this archive does not a t  present hold private or official corres- 
pondence from the porfirian period. I t  is mentioned here to bnng to 
the historian's attention the existence of an active and extremely well 
organized archive, which may in the future expand its holdings to 
rectify its lecunae, to mention the newspaper collection, and parhaps 
to save the porfirian historian valuable investigation time and effort. 

111. SUGGESTlONS FOR FUTURE INVESTIGATION 

At regular intervals there appears the judgernent that a niore syste- 
matic approach be made to the study of Mexican history, replacing 
the hit and miss results of current practice. l9 This inevitably means 
a preference for social, economic and intellectual history over political- 
military history. 1 dissent. Even while recognizing the short-term value 
of the results, 1 feel that historical investigation must remain the 
choice of individual scholars. The systematic approach implies a 
degree of compulsion with a simultanwus loss of intellectual satisfac- 
tion, which would be disastrous over the long run. 1 can do no better 
than quote the emminant Latin Americanist, France V. Scholes: 

1 hope that this Congress recognizes and will assert the riglit of tlie 
individual historian to pursue his labors in his own way and according 
to his o~vn lights; the right freely to choose his aun subject for inves- 
tigation; the right not to be placed under pressure, direct or indirect, by 
any agency, private or govemmental (including universities); the right 
to channel his investigations along lines for ivliich funds may be available, 
witliout sacrificing research projects of his ourn preferencc or 

18 See, for example, the remarks athibuted to C. Harvey Gardiner in Robnt 
A. Naylor, "Research Opportunities: Mexico and Central America", America, 18 
(March, 1962), p. 557. 

20 France V. Scholes, "Freedom for the Historian", The New World Looks 
at its History: P~oceedings of the Second Internatio~l Congress of Historians of 
the United States and Mexico, eds. Archibald R. Lewis and Thomas F. McGann 
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There are numerous biographicai studies yet to be done. One merely 
need reflect upon the lack of biographical studies of such persons as 
Protasio Tagle, Justo Benítez, Carlos Pacheco, Luis Mier y Terán, the 
Baranda brothers, the Diez Gutiérrez brothers, Servando Canales, Feli- 
pe Berriozábal, Pablo Macedo, Ignacio Vallarta, to lament the efforts 
in tliis genre of historical investigation. Although biographical work 
has been done on some figures, £01 example Teodoro Dehesa, Luis 
Terrazas, Bernardo Reyes, Gerónimo Treviño, Ignacio hlariscal, Manuel 
Romcro Rubio, José Ives Limantour, Ramón Corral, Enrique Creel, and 
Manuel González, there is still much more to do with tliese indivi- 
dua l~ .  More has been done with iiitellectual figures like Ignacio Alta- 
iiiirano, Justo Sierra, Francisco Bulnes, Francisco Paso y l'roncoso and 
Manuel Orozco y Berra than with purely political and inilitary figures. 
Indeed, it niay be said that tliere is to datc no studv of a single figure 
from the political Bistory of the porfirian period, which is adequate by 
modern historical standards. 

Not even Porfirio Díaz himself, whose biographies have formed a 
lifc of tlieir own, has received a definitive study. The  t ~ o  best biogra- 
pliies are reccnt and sliould be given more attentioii tlian has vet heen 
done, those by Jorge Fernando Iturribarría and Aiigel l'aracena. Also 
an attractive study, from tbe point of view of philosophic positivism 
as applied biography, is the work of Agustin Aragón.z2 These works 
will be the point of departure for future Díaz biograpliies, disregarding 
al1 otliers prior to them, with the exception of two or tlieer still useful 
works, to bc used witli care. 23 

A useful study yet to bc done of an analytical ratlier thaii narrative 
nature is the study of backgrounds of the many governors, generals, 
senators, ministers, ambassadors, and deputies of the period. A tabu- 

(Austin, University of Teras Press, 1963), pp. 173.183. Reprinted in Lewis IIanke, 
ed., History of Latin Arnerican Civiliuitian; Saurces and Intuipretatians, vol. Ir, 

Irvine: Univernit~ af  California, 1967, pp. 492~495. 
21 Jorge Fernando Iturribarria, Porfirio Díaz ante la historia, Mfrico (publisher 

not mentioned), 1967, 2nd Angel Taracena, Porfirio Díaz, México, Editorial rus, 
from the series "Figuras y episodios de la historia de México", niim. 88, 1960. 
The three voliimes by José C. Valadés, cited above, are not eractly biographical, 
but rank with the very bcst literahire on the period. 

22Agustín Aragón, Porfirio Día:, 2 vols., México, Editora Intacontinental, 
1962. 

23 Francisco Bulnes El Verdadero Díaz v la Revolución, México, Eusebia G6- 
mez de la Piiente, Editor, 1920 is an a la TocqueMlle analysis of porfirismo as 
Ancién Regime. Rafael de Zayas Enríquez (Porfirio Díaz, New York, D. Appleton 
and Company, 1908) is iiseful as a conternporary appraisal of political prablerns 
in tlie late Porfiriato. If a third standard may be named, the biography by 
Nemesio Garcia Naranjo (Porfirio Díar, San Antonio, Casa Editorial Lozano, 
1930) is still influential and to be consulted, at least partially, because of thc 
aiithor's active opposition to the Madero govanment. 



lation of tlie political and economic background o€ some two huiidred 
of those figures would te11 us a great deal about vested interests, of 
the "policy of conciliation" and of social mobility in the Porfiriato. 
The figures might be classified in one correlation as "Maximilian Con- 
servatives", "Juarista Liberals", "Lerdo Liberals", "Iglesistas", "Tuxte- 
pecanos", "Gonzalistas", and "New Porfiristas", In what proportions 
were they in iniier circles of government in 1876? 1880? 1888? 1900? 
Did a significant number o€ them become hacendados during the 
period? Did they gain advantages by government concessions in bank- 
ing, industry and commerce? To what extent were they related by 
blood ties, marriage and compadrazgo? A competent prosopographical 
study of this nature carrying over from tlie Reform Period to tlie 
Porfiriato, relating the early Porfiriato to the late Porfiriato, and iilti- 
mately tying in the late Porfiriato to the Revolutionary Period, would 
teach us a great deal ahout oligarchy, political dictatorship, and even 
ahout revolution. 

Electiun studies, particularly on the local level, need to be written. 
The object should not only be to determine the degree of comption 
and fraud, hut also to understand local issues and local factions, how 
those issues and factional struggles were used €01 the benefit of the 
regime, and whether systematically or sporadically. Who  voted, who 
were the opposition candidates, what were their connections with the 
ruling oligarchy and what did they do thereafter; these questions need 
answers and will have beanng on special interests and political stabil- 
ity When retums of this kind of study are in, useful comparative 
studies can be made with otlier countries and with other periods of 
Mexican history, sucli as twentieth century Mexican revolutionaiy 
history. 

Documents recently published in the Mexican press by Angel Tara- 
cena concerning incidents of land distrihution in the Porfiriato, attempts 
by Diaz to curb the rapacity of hacendados and examples of reprimand- 
ing cruelty to hacienda peons and communal Indians must he examin- 
ed at leugth. 24 I t  is importaut to lea111 if the porfirian regime in the 
last years was losing hacendado support, as did the Spanish regime aiid 
the Maximilian regime in their last days. 

An area of iuvestigation urgently needing study is the process of 
government, its structure, its administration, its interna1 movement, 
the relationships between hranches of government and between de- 
partments, the working of pressure groups, the formation of public 
opinion, and al1 the otlier concerns of the political scientist. That 
procedural practice did not reflect the coilstitution will niake tlie study 

24 See, for =ampIe, Aiigel Taracena, "Otra Carta de don Porfirio en defensa 
del campesino mexicano", Sol de México, 8 February 1969. 
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difficult. However, inuch material is already available in memoir litera- 
ture, contemporary and later criticisms, and in proposals for refom. 
Tlius tlie historian of governmental procedure need not start from 
scratch, but the material must he collected, organized, analyzed and 
supported with archiva1 study. Perhaps the most certain beliefs we hold 
are only true for one pliase of a continua1 evolutionary process. Perhaps 
we will he suprised hy the siinilarities between porfirian governmcntal 
practices and th«se i ~ f  foriiier and more recent times. 

A vital study for our uiiderstanding of tlie Porfiriato, one done by 
the legal historian, is tlie sifting and analyzing of court cases. The bald 
statement tliat the judiciary was used to reward the supporters of the 
regime and was completely dominated by the president of the natioii 
must be authenticated or inodified by careful investigations. The  ra- 
mifications of such a study will only be knowii once the project is 
uridenvay, hut may be great indeed. 

l'hese are soine of tlie areas wliicli occur to me. Every historian will 
be able to tliink of others, perhaps parallel t o  studies done for other 
times and places. Frequeiitly these investigations are of even greater 
value in comparative studies. Again 1 susgest that the most interesting 
comparative studies might be between porfirian and Revolutionary 
Mexico, but comparative studies with other conternporaneous societies 
would do a great deal to place tlie Porfiriato in perspective. 
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